
Marine Pipeline Hazard Avoidance Checklist
Use this checklist to help reduce the potential for 

pipeline damage during your next operation.

Before you mobilize:

❏❏ In State waters, call 8-1-1, the national call before 
you dig number, to have pipelines located and 
operators notified of your activity. It’s free and it’s 
the law. Offshore or in OCS waters, contact Gulfsafe.
com or call 1-888-910-4853 to report your work 
location.

❏❏ Establish, communicate and agree upon a safe 
route for your vessels with pipeline operators.

❏❏ Request the pipeline operator place personnel 
onboard during work near pipelines and platforms.

❏❏ Ensure the route or jobsite has been surveyed and 
properly marked.

❏❏ Ensure the surveyor has confirmed a minimum of 
1 foot of water and 3 feet of mud clearance under 
the vessel’s draft for safe passage over pipelines.

❏❏ Ensure your vessel’s draft is appropriate for the 
entire area you will navigate.

❏❏ Review the most recent Coast Pilot 5 information 
to plan your voyage or work.

❏❏ Assess the potential effects of tides and weather 
on the navigable depths. Continue to monitor tides 
and weather throughout the job.

❏❏ Review recent hazards for your work locations, if 
available.

❏❏ Confirm that all known hazards have been 
identified with visible markers or surveys, including 
pipeline crossings, obstructions, shallow or 
exposed pipelines that are identified in the USCG 
Notice to Mariners Report.

❏❏ Ensure you have appropriately detailed navigation 
charts on board.

❏❏ Clearly identify pipelines and pipeline crossing in 
your voyage plan.

❏❏ Review the requirements to contact the National 
Response Center in the event you make contact 
with an underwater pipeline. 1-800-424-8802

Mobilization and mooring:

❏❏ Confirm that designated safe spud or jack-up areas 
near platforms and pipelines have been approved 
by the appropriate pipeline operators.

❏❏ Confirm that all barge spuds have been secured.

❏❏ Confirm that you’ve coordinated with pipeline 
operators to have personnel on board your vessel.

❏❏ Confirm that tidal conditions are adequate for 
mobilization and safe navigation.

❏❏ Moor all boats, barges and support vessels at 
safe mooring locations when they will be left 
unattended. Moor with a minimum of two mooring 
points.

❏❏ Confirm that your mooring location is not close to 
a sign that indicates a pipeline crossing. These are 
not safe mooring locations. The signs are general 
indicators of where a pipeline may be located; they 
do not mark the exact location of the pipeline.

Pipeline safety is a shared responsibility.

In your voyage plan, plan for pipelines.
Know what’s below, before you go.

In the event of a Natural Gas 
Release or Hydrocarbon Spill

Contact:  USCG National Response Center 
1 (800) 424-8802

Obey all Marine Safety Advisories, 
Slow Bell Requests and Marine 
Safety Information Bulletins.

www.portsl.com

Emergency Contact Numbers 
NOtIfICAtION:  SUSpICIOUS ACtIvIty 
(such as picture taking and/or placing objects on 
or near pipeline infrastructure): 
9-1-1 and NRC 

NOtIfICAtION: pIpelINe StRIke
❏■ National Response Center
(800) 424-8802 (24 Hrs.)

❏■ Louisiana State Police HAZMAT Hotline: 
(877) 925-6595 

❏■ Louisiana DEQ Hotline: 
(225) 342-1234

❏■ Louisiana DEQ Single Point Of Contact: 
(225) 219-3640

❏■ Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office (LOSCO)
(225) 925-6606

❏■ GOHSEP: 
(225) 925-7500

QUeStIONS (SCHedUle pReSeNtAtION)
Lester J. Millet III, LEM
Policy and Planning Director / FSO Workgroup Chairman
Port of South Louisiana
(985) 210-7518
lmillet@portsl.com

Marine Pipeline Safety
Awareness and Damage Prevention

Awareness

The most serious risks to human life and 
environment posed by marine pipelines are 
due to anchors, spud barges and collisions 
of vessels. The intensity of all types of marine 
use increases near the coast where water is 
shallower and pipelines are most densely 
distributed. We are concerned about threats to 
life and environment resulting from pipeline 
damage.  

Prevention

A focus on safe operations is critical. It is 
important to remember underwater pipelines 
as you develop your safety, work and voyage 
plans. Submerged pipelines can be damaged 
by a spud, wheel washing, pile driving, anchor, 
the pads of a jack-up rig or any heavy activity.

Emergency Preparedness

❏■ Conduct a safety meeting with your crew 
that covers the hazards of working near 
pipelines.

❏■ Prepare and review with your crew an 
emergency response and evacuation plan 
in the event you make contact with an 
underwater pipeline.

❏■ Confirm that life-saving devices, including 
life vests, are placed at multiple, 
convenient, on-deck locations.

❏■ Ensure you have the information you need 
to account for all your personnel in the 
event of a pipeline incident.

❏■ Conduct regular drills to ensure your crew 
is ready to respond to an emergency.

Any time you drop anchor, dredge, lay 
pipe, drive pilings, wheel-wash or jack-
down (spudding), you must have the proper 
permission required by state law, through 
calling the free 8-1-1 clearance service.

Understand the Signs of a Pipeline Leak 

❏■ Although pipeline failures are rare, you and your crew 
members should be aware of the signs of a possible 
pipeline leak:

❏■ A blowing or hissing sound
❏■ Blowing water or continuous bubbling that may 

resemble wheel wash
❏■ A gaseous, hydrocarbon or other unusual color; or 

liquids bubbling to the surface
❏■ Rainbow sheen

Act Immediately if You Suspect a Leak

❏■ Immediately minimize the use of potential ignition 
sources such as cell phones, motors, switches, 
cigarettes, lighters and lights.
Quickly and calmly assess the situation. Ask 
yourself the following questions:

What caused the damage? Was it a spud, vessel or 
anchor?

How large does the leak appear to be? Is it getting 
worse?

What are the weather conditions? Are you expecting 
lightning, rough seas, etc.?

Where will you and your crew be safest?

❏■ If you evacuate, move personnel to a safe location 
upwind, as far as possible from the affected area, but 
not less than ¼ mile away.

❏■ Prevent unsuspecting vessels or parties from entering 
the area.

❏■ Do NOT attempt to extinguish a natural gas fire.
❏■ If you see a pipeline crossing sign, call the 800 

number and provide your general location and 
coordinates to allow the pipeline’s Operation Control 
personnel to isolate the pipeline.


